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A TRAINING-SCHOOL FOR SEA GULLS 



TRAINING SEA GULLS FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE 

By T. Gilbert Pearson 



WE have long been accustomed to think of 
the chief value of Sea Gulls as being that 
. of scavengers, a fact of which, by the way, 
some people are not always appreciative. For 
example, the early settlers of Southwest Harbor, 
Maine, for some reason killed and drove away the 
Gulls which gathered around the cod factories. As 
a result there soon developed such a terrible stench 
from the cod offal in the harbor and washed up on 
the beaches that it became unbearable, and many 
people moved up to Bar Harbor, and thus came 
about the founding of that famous settlement. 

A new use to which the services of Sea Gulls 
may be put is now under consideration, a plan by 
which these feathered guardians of the coast may 
detect the presence of hostile submarines. This 
plan is entirely possible according to the theory of 
Dr. A. D. Pentz, Jr., of New Brighton, Staten 
Island. He has invented a most ingenious device 
for that purpose, and although the plan may at 
first sight seem to be more picturesque than prac- 
tical, it is receiving the attention of the Navy 
Department, and has been endorsed not only 
by well-known offi- 
cials, but by many 
distinguished natu- 
ralists. 

The National 
Association of Au- 
dubon Societies 
has become inter- 
ested and regards 
the proposition so 
startling and novel, 
that arrangements 
have been made to 
illustrate it with a 
series of lantern- 
slides, and in other 
ways to bring the 
subject to the at- 
t e n t i o n of the 
ge n e r a 1 public. 




HoPPEIl AXD REVOLVING RECEPTACLE 



In behalf of his proposition Doctor Pentz says: 
"I consider the submergible craft as a gigantic 
fish, the presence of which can be detected, at a 
considerable depth, by the sharp eyes of the Sea 
Gulls, for these creatures are nature's aeroplanes. 
In the U-boat zone the British officers have from 
time to (jme learned of the presence of the German 
undersea fighters through the actions of the Gulls, 
as flocks of the birds are frequently attracted by 
the shining periscopes." 

He proposes to feed the Gulls from submarines 
along the coast until the birds become accustomed 
to associate the presence of a submarine with the 
idea of food, the point being that the birds will 
soon be on the lookout for every submarine, whether 
afloat or submerged, and by hovering over the spot 
will indicate the presence of the enemy. 

In order to feed the birds from a submerged 
vessel, Dr. Pentz has invented an ingenious hopper 
fifty-four inches long made of sheet steel and 
securely bolted to the top of the submarine. This 
contains a revolving receptacle, which as shown in 
the illustration, makes it possible to discharge food 

at the pleasure of 
the operator. 

Prominent orni- 
thologists have ex- 
pressed themselves 
as being inter- 
ested in seeing the 
Government make 
experiments of this 
kind and the Au- 
dubon Society will 
furnish the gulls, 
believing that 
many individual 
birds breeding on 
their protected is- 
lands would not 
object to rendering 
this seryice to the 
Government. 



